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Monumental Olite

The city of Olite, head of the ancient Merindad
(administrative area) of the same name, is located
in the centre of Navarre and has one of the most
outstanding historical monuments in the region.
The layout of the city has changed little since
the Middle Ages. From 1147 on the town grew
significantly thanks to the privilege granted by
King Garcia Ramirez, and it expanded through
the inner Roman wall to a new outer area, also
surrounded by a wall. Several towers and stretches

of the Roman wall survive. Of the medieval wall, two
defensive towers on the west side, the Torre del Chapitel
or clock tower, the four gateways and the street names
remain. The streets of the city have a medieval air and their
names reflect the age: Rda de la Juderia, referring to the
Jewish community that lived in the city, Ria de la Tafureria
(gambling), where the gambling house was located, and
Rua Villavieja. Many of the street names reflect the
professions and lives of the citizens of medieval Olite. These
streets are lined with Renaissance and Baroque palaces
with large coats of arms and splendid wooden, brick or
stone eaves. One of the most remarkable
buildings is the Palacio del Marqués de
Rada, which has an ashlar facade and a
brick attic on which the wooden eaves
rest. Its magnificence has been compared
with the Palacio del Marqués de San Adridn
in Tudela and with the Casa de Fray Diego
in Estella. Olite was one of the royal seats
of the Kings of Navarre, and it was Carlos
III'el Noble (1337-1425) who chose it as
his favourite residence. The Palacio Real
(Royal Palace), which remains as a symbol
of that age of glory, was made a national
monument in 1925.
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Wine capital

Olite’s mild Mediterranean climate lends itself to
agriculture. The city has an important wine-producing
tradition and there are many well-established
producers and cooperatives. The Bodega
Cooperativa Olitense was founded in 1911, followed
by Cosecheros Reunidos, in 1913 and San Vidal
in 1947, neither of which still exist. Alcoholera
Cooperativa was founded in 1942. In 1982, the
Spanish Government set up a Viticulture and
Enology Centre —Estacion de Viticultura y Enologia
de Navarra (EVENA)- in Olite to study, experiment with
and publish vine-growing and winemaking techniques.

The wines of Olite are deservedly famous: rosés, young reds, crianzas
(red wines aged for 2 years), reservas (red wines aged for 3 years)
and even grandes reservas (red wines aged for 5 years). The wines
have been granted the ‘Navarra’ Designation of Origin. Both the boards
that govern the D.0. Navarra and the Wine Guild have their headquarters
in Olite. There is a multimedia exhibition centre in the Plaza de
Teobaldos. The perfect occasion to taste these wines takes place in
Olite during the first half of September. This event marks the opening
of the annual grape harvest.

Medieval Festival

The palace and the medieval streets of Olite
provide an ideal setting to recreate the Middle
Ages. In the summer thousands of people gather
to celebrate the Medieval Festival. The festivities
begin with an opening speech read from the
royal palace. Then merchants, craftsmen,
witches, acrobats, clergymen, troubadours,
knights, archers, jugglers and cavalrymen parade
through the adorned streets. There is a street
market selling products produced in Navarre
and in the Middle Ages. The programme includes
lunches and dinners with a medieval menu,
parades of kings and princesses, street theatre,
falconry and archery exhibitions and a series
of conferences.
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Other festivals

Other festivals are held throughout the year: on the closest Sunday
to 22nd May a popular pilgrimage is made to the Ermita de Santa
Brigida, situated on a hill
called EI Monte Encinar;
the people of Olite and
other towns and villages
also make an annual
pilgrimage to Ujué on the
Sunday following 25th
April. After mass everyone
eats migas con txistorra
(savoury breadcrumbs
with txistorra, a type of spicy sausage) with bread and wine. The
Olite Classical Theatre Festival is held between July and August
and features some very well known theatrical companies. On 26th
August the major local festival of the Virgen of Cdlera is held.The
patron saint’s festival takes place from 13th to 19th September.

Olite and
the Pilgrim's Way
to Compostela

Although Olite is not actually on the
Pilgrim’s Way to Compostela many
pilgrims made a detour to visit the seat
of the Court of Navarre. Agriculture and
commerce were important businesses and that meant the poor
could live on charity. Also, the Hospitaller Order of San Anton,
who inhabited what is nowadays the convent of the Order of St.
Clare, attended the pilgrims.

The mark of the pilgrims who passed through Olite remains in the
decor of the churches and in the city archives, which show how
people left their legacies to pay for pilgrims to go to Santiago de
Compostela and pray for their soul. In the church of San Pedro
there is a Burgundian image of Santiago, considered to be one of
the most beautiful in Navarre.
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Tourist Office. Plaza de los Teobaldos 10 (948 74 17 03)
oit.olite@navarra.es

Town may (948 74 01 75)
Post Office (948 74 05 82)
Cultural Centre - Library
Children’s playground
Winery
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S.0.S. Navarra (112). Medical centre (948 74 17 01)
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Pharmacy

YA (948 74 05 07)

Public Toilets

Train station (948 70 06 28)

Bus stop

Petrol station

Picnic area

Car parking

Taxi rank (948 74 01 43 /608 77 78 80)

Monuments

Roman walls and enclosure

ElNpifppom 6

Mediaeval walls and enclosure

Palaces
Main shopping streets
Loading and unloading area

E}b Long-distance route (LDR) “Historic path”

%

<. Art Galley “Espiral”

Excursions on foot and bicycle

Wine shop “Algarra”

Cyber centre “Camelot”

Tourist Activity Companies:
1. “Guiarte Servicios Turisticos” - @ 948 74 12 73
2. “Navarra - Vinos y Castillos” - @ 948 74 07 35

-
@
it

Accommodation and restaurants

A Hotel*** - Restaurante “Parador Principe de Viana”
Plaza de los Teobaldos, 2 - @ 948 74 00 00

B Hotel**** “La Joyosa Guarda”
Rua de Medios, 23 - @ 948 74 13 03

C Hotel** - Restaurante “Casa Zanito”
Ria Mayor, 16 - @ 948 74 00 02

D Hotel** “Merindad de Olite”
Rua de la Juderia, 11 - @ 948 74 07 35

E Restaurante “Merindad de Olite”
Ria de la Juderia, 11 - @ 948 74 00 57

F Hotel** “Garcia Ramirez” - Restaurante “Ducay”
Ria de Medios, 1 - @ 948 74 13 00

G Apartamento “Casa Ollaga”
Raa del fondo, 18 - @ 610 57 63 98

H Apartamento “La Nava”
Rda romana, 42 - @ 660 02 44 01

| Camping - Restaurante “Ciudad de Olite”
Ctra. NA-115, Tafalla-Peralta - @ 948 74 06 04

J Restaurante Asador “Erri Berri”
Raa del Fondo, 1 - @ 948 74 11 16

K Restaurante “Gambarte”
Raa del Seco, 15 - @ 948 74 01 39

L Restaurante Asador Pizzeria “Casa del Preboste”
Rua Mirapies, 8 - @ 948 71 22 50

M Hostal Rural “Villavieja”
Raa Villavieja, 11 - @ 948 74 17 00

N Hotel*** “El Juglar”
Raa Romana, 39 - @ 948 74 18 55
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www.turismo.navarra.es
TEL. 848 420 420
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